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STRENGTHS:  Honesty of where the data failed and a clear indication of what estimates were made.  Where I made estimates, I indicated why and tried to make them very conservative.  The chain of reasoning is solid.

PROBLEMS:  Lack of solid data.  Much has been written, but little has been substantiated.  Surely the data exists, but it is not readily available.  Fortunately, the same lack of data hampers the opposing viewpoint from proving their thesis.  However, lack of disproof is not the same as proof.

IF MORE TIME WAS AVAILABLE: Actually, this might be re-headed “If more resources were available”.  I’d try to get my hands on better figures – actuarial tables, tax and insurance rates in states pre- and post-helmet law enactment.  I’m not sure if better numbers will ever exist for injury rates and raw costs, but I’d try to find out.

HOW WELL PREPARED I WAS: Not as well as I thought.  I found many articles, but little actual data.  What I found often cited how poor the data was that had been used, so my foundation, while plentiful, was fairly weak, despite being the foundation that the opposing argument is built on.  Again, I was not satisfied to simply point out the opposing camp’s problems; I had hoped to be able to refute them with hard numbers.
HOW THE ASSIGNMENT COULD BE IMPROVED: If by ‘assignment’ you mean the task we were given, I think it was a fair one.  If you mean my essay in particular, see the “If more time was available” section.  I’d also trim a lot.  I put a lot of background in between my thesis and where I actually started my argument; the actual argument simply wasn’t 8 pages worth.  In fact, padding the paper really weakens the argument; I could probably make a tighter case in 3 or 4 pages.  This way, I run the risk of losing the reader long before my point is made.

